GUAM CONGRESS/GUAM LEGISLATURE BUILDING
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“It has been said that, at its best,
preservation engages the pastina
conversation with the presentover a
mutual concern for the future.”

—William & Murtagh, first Keaper of the Naticnal Register of Historic Places

THE PEOPLE'’S VOICE

Dedicatad in 1948, the Guam Congress/Guam
Legislature Building has played a significant role in
Guam'’s history. Itserved as the backdrop of the dramatic
growth of Guam's self-governance and the recognition of
the right to U.S. citizenship of Guam's people.

=or the following four decades it was a vibrant stage
where the peoples voice was heard and acted upon.
After some 40 years of service, the distinguished
landmark building was closed.

Now with the re-dedication celebration of its
rehabilitation in December 2016 by the 33rd Guam
Legislature and its official occupancy by the 34th Guam
Legislatura in January 2017, the Guam Legislature
Building will again echo with lively consideration of the
geals and aspirations of the people of Guam.

It is of special note that the criginal 1948 Guam
Congress 3uilding was both authorized and funded by
the federal government. Some 68 years later this new
multi-million doliar rehabilitation and expansion project
is authorized by the Territory of Guam and funded by the
Guam Preservation Trust and the Guam Legislature.

MNerval Governar of Guam, Radm. Charles &. Fownall, LN, speaks at the
cornerstone foying ceremony of the Guanm Congress Building en Octaber 4, 1947,




The Guam Congress/Guam Legislature Building
project preserves Guam's cultural heritage for the
future and moreover makes a significant and positive
contribution to that future. Instead of bulldozing the
original building, our leaders have chosen to bring it
back to life by saving what is best from the past while
dasigning for the future.

The character of the formal chambers and public
areas remains intact, but two new wings have been
added for legiclators and staff. The signature mahogany
paneling have been restored. Throughout the building : _
are environmentally friendly rmaterials and efficient use s ‘_}u,.__ s ﬂ'__.i
of water and power genérated by rooftop solar panels. Guarm Legislaire ﬂuﬁnf’nyﬁ"-' 1960,
In this way we respect the past, serve the present, and
plan for the future.

Guam Cungmwtegufm'um Emfdmg *ehubﬂtmfun ﬂmlﬂi -‘nﬁfﬁﬂrﬂf %
August 2016 thowing installation of solar panels underway on the Tvo v




HIGHLIGHTS FROM HISTORY Guam's modern history was shaped by the legislative

bodies that served here on hehalf of the peaple of Guam
GUAM CONGRESS/GUAM LEGISLATURE from 1948 to 1982, The 34th Guam Legislature is slated
to return to this building in January 2017 when these

o 0 =7 w T chambers will again echo with the People’s Voice,
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1944 - Liberation of Guam. Guam administered by the U.S. Navy.
’ " , E 1947 — Ground broker on the construction of the Guam
’ Congress Building on September 2 signaling the beginning of
re-construction of Agana after its World War || devastation,

- ‘- - 1947 - Comerstone laid in a ceremony on Octoker 4.

1948 - U.S Navy Admiral Charlzs Pewnall, Governor of Guam,
gives legislative powers to the Guam Congress subject te veto of
appointed Naval governors,
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e Ef'tn' GUUHII Curigress .f.m%refr it Ili"vl.JII:’LI':.Hr’E Wi {k lllflur that juppﬁrtﬁ'l:f by nationeal 1948 - Guarn Congress Building is presentad to the people
media attention—resutted in President Truman's Frst steps toward self governance { 1 v Go 3 Il wh
and the recognition of LS. eftizenship fer the people of Guam. of Guam on July 21} 948, by Governor Pownall who reac a
message from President Harry 5. Truman.

President Truman signs CGrganic ACL an Original comerstone (obove) was recavered
Augus| 1, 1950, Carfos Talteno (second froum and preserved In the rehabiliiation pracess.
laft] waas in attendance.




1949 - The "Guam Congress Walk Out”of 3th Guam Congress
on March 5, 1949, leads to greater salf-governance. News of the
walk out reaches the press including the New York Times

1948 — Adrninistration of Guam moves to U.5. Department of
Interior. Carlton 5. 5kinner appointed first civilian governor.

1950 - On Auqust 1, the Organic Act is sicned by President
Truman recognizing the U.S. citizenship of the people of Guam
and creates a unicameral legislature with powers of enacting
laws,

1951 = At its first meeting, legislature takes name First Guam
Legislature thereby changing the building's name as well.

1989 — After 40 years of service, building deemed unsafe.

19980 — Legislature moves to nzarby Hesler Place. The Guam
Legislature was displaced for comec 27 years.

2001 - Guam Congress Building/Guam Legislature Building
addad to the Guam Register of Historic Places.

2007 - Guam Cengress Building/Guam Legislature Building
addad to the Mational Ragister of Historic Places.

2008 — Guam Preservation Trust funds the Historical Structures
Report an assessment of the building's cendition and potential.

2009 - Architectur2 and engineering design plans finalized

2015 ~Funding frem the Guam Preservation Trust and the Guam
Legislation is achieved and work on the project begins.

2015 - RNK Architecture is awarded the project bid. BME & Sons,
Inc, is awarded the construction bid

2016 - Re-dedication of the buileing with the closing session of
the 33rd Guam Legislature on December 22.

2017 —The 34th Guam Legislature is scheduled to inaugurate the
new facility in January 2017.
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"MODERN STYLE
FOR A NEwW ERA

The Guam Congress Building was the first “strictly all stateside”
construction on Guam. [t is an example of the Modern style of
architecture. This fresh, unadorned style was popular all over the
world in the era of recovery and expansion after World War II. The
influence of Modern architecture is still falt today.

Designed to withstand tropical storms and typhoons, the
building's construction is concrete and steel with a concrete roof,
The original interior design was rich with Philippine mahogany
materials that were more easily acquired in the mid 20th century
than today. These fine wood features were salvaged and remain a
central feature in the new design.

The building served the Guam Congress for two years until the
body renamed itself the Guam Legislature in 1950. It met here
until1989:Thetsland District Court and the Territorial Court of Guam
also met in this building until 1968. The building was closed due to

gafety concerns.

The rehabilitatad and reconstructed Guam Congress/Guam
Legislature Building again became the home of Guam's elected
legislative representatives with its re-dedication by the 33rd Guam
Legislature on December 22, 2016, and will be inaugurated by the
first session of the 34th Guam Legislature in January 2017.



“Itis a pleasure to extend my greetings
and those of your fellow Americans upon
this significant occasion. Four years ago
the flag of freedom returned to Guam.
Today you are assembled to dedicate
a new building where the process of
democratic government will be carried on
by chosen representatives. This modern
home of Congress is symbolic of the New

Guam which is rising from the devastation
of war to flourish in an atmosphere of
prosperity, liberty, and justice.”

: —Harry. 5. Trumyan, Predident of the United States. July 21, 1943
i@ad by Covernor Pownal! at the dedication of the Guam Congress Building




ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING

In 2009, the Guam Preservation Trust requested a Historical
Structures Report (HSR) to access the Guam Congress/Guam
Legislature Building before any rehabilitation and reconstruction
efforts might be considered. The HSR thoroughly documented the
huilding, its historic evolution and its cultural significance.

The report noted that the building was in good structural
condition, hut the intericr was full of dirt from the large numbers
of birds that had been roosting there for years. In addition, the
lendscaping had not keen maintained with weeds, shrubs and
mature trees hiding the building from public view.

The HSR indicated that extensive repair, reconstruction anc
restoration of the building would be required but cited a 2008
The formal hall in 2009, The buliding was clecred of asbestas in 1991 ana shuttered until structural assessment that declared the underlying building to be

cesecsmanis weremarde i 7008-2009. When wvork began on the rehabilitation project the sound.
signature wooden features such as the railings and panzls seen above were remaved and

refurbished fos use in the restoration. The assessment cleared the way for planning a rebirth of the
Guam Congress/Guam Legislature Building that would combine
preservation of the impartant Guam legacy while investing in a
sustainable facility that would serve present and future needs.

Far left; During the years it was abendaned, the building was fargely hidden from
view by overgrown vegetation, When restoration began, the buifaing wis fownd to be
infested with largz numbers of pigeuns, Tie foors were covered with several inches of
dirtand debris, Hurmidity and rain had also taken a toll

Near lett: When the Ehllispine mahogany window shutters were opened they vere
damp to the touch from humidity, but like the walls and flcors af the building, they
were sgivagechle




The Guam Congress/Guam Legislative Building project is on
track 1o receive & Platinum rating for Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED). The LEED Platinum rating will be
the first project on Guam to earn the highest certification level for
ereating environmentally responsible and efficient structures,

Some of the key areas addressed in the planning construction of
the bullding included prevention of pollution at the bullding site
during construction and use of low emitting interior finishes and
coverngs inside. Also low or na consumption of power through
solar collection. Reduced water use through water effident
landscaping snd innovative wastewater technalagies.

High marks toward the Platinum rating were eamed for the reuse
of the walls, ﬂuun and roof of the existing building. The project also
exceeded water reduction requirements by an additional 32% and
requitements for apen space by 6%,

:

Above: Gunm artist gother for on
arientation tairof the Guam Congress!
(Gesam Lequslanire Bullding candurcted
by Joe Quinata, Guam Preservation
Trat and Richard Reed, ANK
Architécture, on December 3,2016,

‘Artists will create art for the builaing

with the therme of Peogle’s Voice”
under the Ore Percent for the Poblic
Arts Program. The Guarn Coencil on
the Arts & Huiman thes Agency assisted
the Guam Preservation Trust andthe




CONSTRUCTION AND REBIRTH 2015 -2016

Extensive use of mahogany had been
the signature interior design feature
af the buildirg. The ‘new Guarm
Legisiature Building retains this
haltmark. The grand lobby and the
twio formeal chambers are nov clod
with waod fram parels, railings,
window shutters, facingsand trm
recycled from this histaric buitding,




Groundbreaking of the original Guam
Congress Building in 1947 was said to
have sighaled the start of recovery for a
“New Agana” after the devastation left
behind after World War |l.

Today our 21st century rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the Guam Congress/
Guam Legislature Building brings the
revitalization of central Hagétia to a

new level. It is a modern, professional
facility that will serve our needs today
and tomorrow while honoring the
contributions from those of the past.

Right and above right: The rehabilitated and reconstructed
Guam Congress/Guam Lagisiature Buifding sits ar the heart of
Hagdtia an a corner across from the Cathedral Basilica, the
Blaza de Espania, the Guam Museum in Skinner Plaza anda
short walk from the Chamomo Village at the Paséo de Susang.




GUAM CONGRESS/GUAM LEGISLATURE BUILDING

MAILA HALOM TALO AND WELCOME HOME TO OUR LEGISLATORS
Thank you to everyone who he'ped make this project a success and for advancing historic preservation on Guam

Hon. Eddie Baza Calvo
Governor of Guam

Hon. Ray Tenorio
Li. Governor of Guam

33rd Guam Legislature
Hon. Judith T. Won Pat, £Ed.D. Speaker
Hor, Benjamin J.7 Cruz, Vice-Specker

Hon, Tina Rose Muna Barmes, Legisialive Secretary,
Preservation Oversight Chairwomon

Hon. Rory L Nespicia, Majorfty Leader,
Waps & Mears Chairmar

Hee, Thaomas C Ada, Asst Majority Leader
Hon. Frank Blas Agquen, Jr
Har. Dennis G, Rodriguez, Ir, Wajonity Whic
Hon. Michael| F.C. 520 Nicelas, st Majority Whip
Hon, Nerissa Bretania Underwood, PRE,
Hor, V. Anthony Ada, Minority Lecde)
Hen, Mary Camacha Torres, Mimority Wnip
Haon, Frank £ Blas, Jr.
Hon. Bran: McCreadie, Asst. Minority Legder
Hon. Jemes V. Espatdon
Hon, Thomas A Morrison, Asst Minority Whip

Vince Arricla, Exesutive Dirsctor
guamlegisiature.com
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Guam Preservation Trust

Board of Directors
Michael Makio, Als, Chairmean = drcdleciure
Dave Lotz - Planning
Joaguin Perez - Banning Altarnate
Cacille Craft - Archadnlogy
Jolia | istéin - Archaealogy Alternate
Pae Eric “oroes - Hstcry
James Viermes, PhoD. - History Altermate
Rebecca Duenas - Chamorre Cliture
Marilyn Salas, Ph.2. - Chamorrc Culture Alternate

Staff
(peQuinata, Chief Program Officer
fuby Santos, Administrotive Service Coordinator
Ardrew Tenario, Spechal Profects Cowrdirrcion
Lawrence Borje, Developrent Gificer

Guam Preservation Trust
167 Padre Pslomo Stroat
P Eox 3036, Hagétna, Guam 96912
(6T1) 472-943540
guampreservaticnirustorg

Rehabilitation & Reconstruction
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