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I MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Bill No.  197-38 (LS) 

Introduced by: Jesse A. Lujan 
Christopher M. Dueñas 
Vincent A.V. Borja 
Frank F. Blas Jr.  
V. Anthony Ada
William A. Parkinson
Shelly V. Calvo
Tina Muña Barnes

AN ACT TO AMEND §§ 122101(b)(2), 122102,(a)(2)(A), 
AND 122102(b)(2) OF ARTICLE 21, CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 
UPDATING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE 
DIETITIAN AND NUTRITIONIST PROFESSIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 1 

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. I Liheslaturan Guåhan finds 2 

that, in a written request dated August 2025, the Guam Board of Allied Health 3 

Examiners recommended that the statutory qualifications for licensure as a Dietitian 4 

or Nutritionist under Article 21, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, be 5 

amended to require a graduate degree rather than a baccalaureate degree. 6 

I Liheslaturan Guåhan further finds that this amendment is consistent with 7 

the requirements of the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR), the 8 

credentialing agency of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, which, effective 9 

January 1, 2024, requires the completion of a graduate degree as the minimum 10 
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qualification for eligibility to sit for the national registration examination for 1 

dietitians. 2 

I Liheslaturan Guåhan further finds that aligning Guam’s licensure 3 

requirements with the current standards of the CDR ensures uniformity with national 4 

practice, strengthens professional standards, and promotes the delivery of high-5 

quality dietetic and nutritional care to the people of Guam. 6 

Therefore, it is the intent of I Liheslaturan Guåhan to amend § 122102 of 7 

Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, to reflect the requirement of a graduate 8 

degree for applicants seeking licensure as Dietitians and Nutritionists. 9 

Section 2. § 122101(b)(2) of Article 21, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code 10 

Annotated is hereby amended to read: 11 

“(2) has received a master’s or doctoral degree from an accredited 12 

college or university with a major in human nutrition, public health nutrition, 13 

clinical nutrition, nutrition education, community nutrition, or food and 14 

nutrition, and has completed a documented work experience in human 15 

nutrition or human nutrition research of at least nine hundred (900) hours.” 16 

Section 3. § 122102(a)(2)(A) of Article 21, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam 17 

Code Annotated, is hereby amended to read: 18 

“(A) Have received a baccalaureate or postgraduate degree from a 19 

college or university, accredited by a regional accrediting body recognized by 20 

the Council on Post-Secondary Accreditation, with a major in dietetics, 21 

human nutrition, nutrition education, community nutrition, public health 22 

nutrition, foods and nutrition, or an equivalent major course of study, as 23 

approved by the Board. Applicants who have obtained their education outside 24 

of the United States and its territories must have their academic degree 25 

validated by the Board as equivalent to a baccalaureate or masters degree 26 
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conferred by a regionally accredited college or university in the United 1 

States;” 2 

Section 4. §122102(b)(2) of Article 21, Chapter 12, Title 10, Guam Code 3 

Annotated, is hereby amended to read: 4 

“(b)(2) has qualified as a diplomate of the American Board of 5 

Nutrition, or as a Certified Nutrition Specialist with the Certification Board 6 

for Nutrition Specialists, or has received a master’s or doctoral degree from 7 

an accredited college or university with a major in human nutrition, public 8 

health nutrition, clinical nutrition, nutrition education, community nutrition or 9 

food and nutrition, and has completed a documented work experience in 10 

human nutrition or human nutrition research of at least 900 hours.” 11 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment.  12 

Section 6. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to any 13 

person or circumstance is found to be invalid or inorganic, such invalidity shall not 14 

affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without 15 

the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are 16 

severable. 17 




