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Shelly V. Calvo AN ACT TO ADD ANEW § 421 TO CHAPTER 4, TITLE 1, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 11/7/25 11/17/25 Committee on Finance and Government Request: 11/17/25
RELATIVE TO MANDATING THE OFFICIAL USE OF THE SPELLING “CHAMORU” IN| 8:40 a.m. Operations.
PLACE OF “CHAMORRO” IN GUAM LAW, POLICY, AND PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 11/25/25
218-38 (COR) AND TO REQUIRE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS CHANGE BY ALL GOVERNMENT)

AGENCIES AND PUBLIC EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS.

CLERKS OFFICE- “Referred Version Page 1



COMMITTEE ON RULES

Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson
I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
38" Guam Legislature

November 25, 2025

To: Rennae V. C. Meno
Clerk of the Legislature

From: Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada C@
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subject: Fiscal Note for Bill No. 218-38 (COR)

Hifa Adai!

Find the attached, Fiscal Note for the following bill:

Bill No. 218-38 (COR).

I also request that the same be sent to the respective Chairperson of the Standing
Committee, to which this bill has been referred. Kindly copy the same to Management
Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website.

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING » 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA « HAGATNA, GUAM 96910



Bureau of Budget & Management Research

Fiscal Note of Bill No. 218-38 (COR)

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW § 421 TO CHAPTER 4, TITLE 1, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO MANDATING THE
OFFICIAL USE OF THE SPELLING "CHAMORU" IN PLACE OF "CHAMORRO" IN GUAM LAW, POLICY, AND PUBLIC
DOCUMENTS, AND TO REQUIRE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS CHANGE BY ALL GOYERNMENT AGENCIES AND PUBLIC
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS.

Department/Agency Appropriation Infermation

Dept./Agency Affected: Department of CHamoru Affaris Dept./Agency Head: Melvin Won Pat-Borja, President

Department’s General Fund (GF) appropriation(s) to date: Operations ($2,579,633); Guam Cultural Repository
($1,627,126) £4,206,759
Department’s Other Fund (Specify) appropriation(s) to date: $0
Total Department/Agency Appropriafion(s) to date: $4,206,759
Fund Source Information of Proposed Appropriation
General Fund: G, T Total:
Fund):
FY 2025 Unreserved Fund Balance $0 $0
FY 2026 Adopted Revenues 50 $0 50
FY 2026 Appro. (P.L. 38-60) $0 $0 s0
Sub-total: 50 50 50
Less appropriation in Bill 50 $0 $0
Total: $0 $0 50
Estimated Fiscal Impact of Bill
One Full For Remainder of
et FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030
Fiscal Year . .,
(if applicable)
General Fund 1/ 50 $0 $0 $0 $0
Special Fund 1 50 $0 $0 50 $0
Total L 30 3 ] 5 30
1. Daoes the bill contain “revenue generating” provisions? I/ Yes /X / Ne
If Yes, see attachment
2. Is amount appropriated adequate to fund the intent of the appropriation? X7 NIA [ Yes !/ [ Ne
If no, what is the additional amount required? $ X!/ NA
3. Does the Bill establish a new program/agency? !/ X/ Yes /! No
If yes, will the program duplicate existing programs/agencies? I NiA I/ Yes /X7 No
Is there a federal mandate to establish the program/agency? I/ Yes X/ No
4. Will the enactment of this Bill require new physical facilities? !/ Yes /X !/ No
5. Was Fiscal Note coordinated with the affected dept/agency? If no, indicate reason: !/ Yes {X / Neo
fX/ Requested agency comments sot received by due date I 1 Other: A /
Analyst: %‘ ; Date: _ﬂ]lﬂ_{gﬂﬂ @irector: J"'r J,'Inr"'r f':-"? Dalﬂm
Aubrey a Reves, BMA I

Lester L. Cfrisdiy] Jr., Director

Notes:
1/ See attached comments.

E i
=

(




BUREAU OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH
COMMENTS ON BILL NO. 218-38 (COR)

The proposed legislation intends to provide justification and cultural context supporting the
formal adoption of the spelling “CHamoru” in place of “Chamorro” across official government
documents, statutes, educational materials, and agency names. Per the proposed legislation’s
findings and intent, the term CHamoru more accurately reflects the pronunciation and
orthography of the Indigenous people, language, and culture of Guam and the Mariana Islands.
To affirm Guam’s commitment to cultural preservation and Indigenous self-determination, the
official spelling used in statutes, government publications, educational materials, and signage
shall be updated to CHamoru.

Section 2 of the proposed legislation states that the Compiler of Laws is authorized and directed
to revise the Guam Code Annotated (GCA) and other codified government publications to
replace all instances of the term “Chamorro™ with “CHamoru,” except in proper nouns, names
of historic programs, or references where legal or historical accuracy requires retention of the
legacy term. Moving forward, should the Bill become law, all line agencies, autonomous and
semi-autonomous government entities, and public educational institutions shall: 1) use the term
CHamoru in all official documents, signage, websites, correspondence, and programs; 2) phase
out usage of Chamorro in existing materials within eighteen (18) months from enacted of this
Act; and 3) collaborate with the Department of CHamoru Affairs (DCA) and the Commission on
the CHamoru Language and the Teaching of the History of Culture of the Indigenous People of
Guam for correct orthographic usage. The Office of Technology (OTECH} and the Department
of Administration (DOA) shall also coordinate with all agencies to ensure that all digital systems
and communications reflect the updated terminology. In line with the mentioned objectives and
stated in Section 3, an interagency Working Group on CHamoru Terminology Implementation
(WGCTI) is to be co-chaired by the DCA and DOA to issue technical guidance on orthographic
usage, provide training or informational materials to agencies and educators, and submit a report
to [ Liheslaturan Guahan no later than one (1) year from enactment on progress and challenges
in implementation. Funding for implementation of the proposed legislation may be drawn from
existing agency operational budgets, cultural preservation grants, or appropriated through
subsequent legislation, as stated in Section 4.

As part of the proposed legislation 1s to establish the WGCTI, additional staff may be required
from both the DCA and DOA, as they are to be co-chairs of the working group. Additionally, the
WGCTI is to provide training or informational materials to agencies and educators, which may
result in additional administrative costs to produce and distribute accordingly. As such, the
enactment of the proposed legislation has the potential to affect the operations of DCA, however,
absent comment from the department, the Bureau is unable to ascertain the specific impact of
Bill No. 218-38.



