I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudhan

THE THIRTY-EIGHTH GUAM LEGISLATURE I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
BillHISTORY BILL STATUS
10/22/2025 1:09 PM

Vincent A. V. Borja AN ACT TO 4DD A NEW CHAPTER 56 TO DIVISION 5 OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE 10/9/25 10/21/25 Committee on Education, Libraries and Request:10/21/25

Frank F. Blas, Jr. ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING THE “GUAM VETERANS HIGHER] 11:43 am. Public Broadcas[ing_

Shelly V. Calvo EDUCATION BENEFITS ACT.” 10/22/25
202-38 (COR)  |5ubring Salas Matanane 10120125

Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao 11:40 am

Tina Rose Mufia Barnes

CLERKS OFFICE- *Referred Version Page 1



COMMITTEE ON RULES

Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson
I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
38" Guam Legislature

October 22, 2025

To: Rennae V. C. Meno
Clerk of the Legislature

From: Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada C@
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subject: Fiscal Note for Bill No. 202-38 (COR)

Hifa Adai!

Find the attached, Fiscal Note for the following bill:

Bill No. 202-38 (COR).

I also request that the same be sent to the respective Chairperson of the Standing
Committee, to which this bill has been referred. Kindly copy the same to Management
Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website.
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Bureau of Budget & Management Research
Fiscal Note of Bill No. 202-38 (COR)

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 56 TO DIVISION 5 OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED. RELATIVE TO
ESTABLISHING THE "GUAM VETERANS HIGHER EDUCATION BENEFITS ACT."

 DeparmentAgency Appropristion frformation

Dept./Agency Head: Dr. Anita Borja Enriquez, President
Dr. Mary Okada, President

IDeleAgency Affected: University of Guam /Guam Community College

|Department's General Fund (GF) appropriation(s) to date: UOoG: $47,023,391 I(;cc; $14,891,858
UOG: Healthy Futares Fund (53,000.000) | . . .
IDepartment's Other Fund appropriation(s) to date: Guam Educational Facilities Fund: ($500,000) ;;8(:4(‘:71 I\;l;znpower Ll L L
Total: $3,500,000 T
Total Department/Agency Appropriation{s) to date: UOG: $50,523,391}GCC: $23,363,420
_ Pund SourceInformation of Proposed Appropriation . .
General Fund: Special Fund; Total:
FY 2025 Unreserved Fund Balance 50 30 bl |
FY 2026 Adopted Revenues 50 $0 SUI
FY 2026 Appro. (P.L. 38-60) $0 $0 sof
Sub-total: $0 $0 sof
Less appropriation in Bill $0 $0 SGI
Total: $0 $0 sof
_
One Full For Remainder of
e m FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030
Fiscal Year . .
(if applicable)}
General Fund 50 $0) $0 50 30 bl |
[Special Fund $0 $of $0 $0 $0 sof
Total 1y so] $0 $0 $0 sof
1. Does the bill contain “revenue generating” provisions? Il Yes /X! Neo
If Yes, see attachment
2, Is amount appropriated adequate to fund the intent of the appropriation? X/ NA /1 Yes {1 No
If no, what is the additional amount required? $ X/ N/A
3. Does the Bitl establish a new program/agency? f! Yes X/ No
If yes, will the program duplicate existing programs/agencies? X/ N/A I/ Yes /! No
Is there a federal mandate to establish the program/agency? Il Yes /X/ No
4. Will the enactment of this Bill require new physical facilities? Il Yes X/ No
5. Was Fiscal Note coordinated with the affected dept/agency? If no, indicate reason: X/ Yes !/ No
{ X / Requested agency comments not received by due date:  Guam Community Colleg% { I Other
nalyst: i Date: 10| 33] a5 Director: é/ F L/ Date:(ICT 22 2075
Michellefineda, BMA I @ Lester L. aaison,jr., Director
|
Notes:

' See Additional Comments,




BUREAU OF BUDGET & MANAGEMENT RESEARCH
COMMENTS ON BILL NO. 202-38 (COR)

Bill No. 202-38 seeks to add a new Chapter 56 to Division 5 of Title 17, Guam Code Annotated,
relative to establishing the “Guam Veterans Higher Education Benefits Act.” The proposed
legislation is designed to provide meaningful tuition assistance to qualifying veterans and their
dependents, without requiring new appropriations from the General Fund, by leveraging existing
institutional capacities for tuition waivers at the University of Guam (UOG) and the Guam
Community College (GCC).

The legislation specifies that qualifying veterans or their dependents shall be exempt from paying
tuition at UOG and GCC. However, this exemption shall not cover student fees, laboratory
charges, instructional materials, or other incidental costs. Additional limitations to the educational
benefits include: 1.) No individual shall exceed a lifetime total of ninety (90) credit hours, and no
more than eighteen (18) credit hours of tuition per academic semester at the undergraduate level,
2.) at the graduate level, the exemption shall not exceed a lifetime total of thirty (30) credits and
shall be limited to master’s degree programs. The Bill adds that the provision of a tuition
exemption shall be contingent upon availability after all tuition-paying students have completed
registration and after all federal veterans’ educational benefits providing tuition assistance have
been exhausted. Qualifying students must also keep a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 for
undergraduate programs and 3.0 for graduate programs.

Based on comments received from the University of Guam, the institution expresses its support
for this Bill. However, UOG further adds that if their current student population of 64 veterans and
164 dependents were to be fully absorbed, it anticipates a fiscal impact of $1.2M in tuition waivers.
Because of the potential amounts, UOG proposes that only veterans be considered for the tuition
exemption, and agrees that recipients should exhaust both federal and local benefits before availing
of the proposed tuition waiver. UOG also asserts that while it supports these efforts, implementing
such programs stresses the importance of maintaining and increasing funding for higher education
through government appropriations. The Bureau has also reached out to GCC for their
comments/testimony, but has not received a response as of the date of this fiscal note. Therefore,
a specific fiscal impact for the proposed tuition waiver from GCC cannot be ascertained at this
time.



