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I MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. 59-38 (COR)

Introduced by: Vincent A.V. Borja 
Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Jesse A. Lujan 
Telo T. Taitague 
William A. Parkinson 
Joe S. San Agustin 
Christopher M Dueñas  
Sabrina Salas Matanane 
Sabina Flores Perez 
Frank F. Blas Jr.  
V. Anthony Ada
Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao
Therese M. Terlaje
Chris Barnett
Shelly V. Calvo

Relative to recognizing Acie Jo Sablan Cruz for her 
dedication, innovation, and transformative impact on our 
students and youth, and congratulating her on being the 
Guam Department of Education’s “2026 Teacher of the 
Year.”  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I 1 

MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

6/5/25 10:14 a.m. 
eju
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WHEREAS, Acie Jo Sablan Cruz has exemplified exceptional dedication, 1 

passion, and leadership in the field of education in Guam for an impressive 22 years, 2 

consistently inspiring and empowering her students to reach their full potential; and 3 

WHEREAS, as a highly esteemed educator at Simon Sanchez High School, Acie 4 

Jo Cruz has passionately and effectively taught English Language Arts to 12th-grade 5 

students, cultivating a love of literature, critical thinking skills, and effective 6 

communication abilities that will serve them throughout their lives; and 7 

WHEREAS, in addition to English Language Arts, Acie Jo Cruz also 8 

teaches Video 1, a dynamic course where student stories are creatively showcased on 9 

the Simon Sanchez High School YouTube channel, SSHS Sharkbait, encouraging 10 

students to explore storytelling, digital literacy, and media production; and 11 

           WHEREAS, recognizing her wide-ranging impact, Acie Jo Cruz has served not 12 

only as a classroom teacher but also as an Assistant Principal, from 2009 to 2011, 13 

lending her invaluable guidance and support to the administration, faculty, and the 14 

entire student body of Simon Sanchez High School; and 15 

WHEREAS,  Acie Jo Cruz has consistently demonstrated remarkable leadership 16 

qualities through her active involvement in various key roles at Simon Sanchez High 17 

School, including her service as Activities Coordinator, fostering a vibrant and 18 

engaging school community; her role as PBIS Coordinator, promoting a positive and 19 

supportive learning environment; her work as a Teacher Mentor, guiding and inspiring 20 

fellow educators; her guidance as Senior Class Main Advisor, assisting students as they 21 

prepare for their futures; and her leadership as Accreditation Chairperson, ensuring the 22 

school maintains its high standards; and 23 

WHEREAS, Acie Jo Cruz has been consistently recognized for her outstanding 24 

contributions to education, as evidenced by accolades such as being named Faculty of 25 

the Quarter in 2024, achieving the distinction of being a Top 3 Finalist for Guam 26 

Teacher of the Year in 2014, and receiving Legislative Resolution #434-31 for her 27 
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successful completion of the students' Legacy class project, demonstrating her 1 

commitment to innovative and engaging teaching methods; and 2 

WHEREAS, Acie Jo Cruz's commitment extends beyond the boundaries of her 3 

school, as demonstrated by her recognition as Top Teacher Island-wide for the Read-4 

A-Thon in both 2011 and 2007, showcasing her dedication to promoting literacy and a5 

lifelong love of reading throughout the community; and 6 

WHEREAS, Acie Jo Sablan Cruz's exceptional dedication, tireless efforts, 7 

innovative teaching practices, and unwavering commitment to the success and well-8 

being of her students have rightfully earned her the prestigious title of Guam Teacher 9 

of the Year 2026, a testament to her extraordinary contributions and transformative 10 

impact on education in Guam; now therefore, be it 11 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Minaʹtrentai Ocho Na 12 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guåhan and the people 13 

of Guam, recognize Acie Jo Sablan Cruz on receiving the esteemed honor of Guam 14 

Teacher of the Year 2026, congratulating her as an exceptional educator, an inspiring 15 

leader, and a true champion of student success in Guam; and be it further 16 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 17 

certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 18 

the same be thereafter transmitted to Acie Jo Sablan Cruz, the Guam Department of 19 

Education, Simon Sanchez High School; and to the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon 20 

Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 21 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 
I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY 
OF MONTH 2025. 
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FRANK F. BLAS, JR. V. ANTHONY ADA
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 
Legislative Secretary 




