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I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session

Resolution No. 111-38 (COR)

Introduced by: Tina Rose Mufia Barnes

Relative to recognizing and honoring the life and legacy of
Professor Clayton “Clay” Carlson, M.A., for his
outstanding contributions to education, marine science,
and the people of Guam.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF [
MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, Professor Clayton “Clay” Carlson, M.A., was born on April 16,
1935, in Portland, Oregon, and passed away peacefully at his home in Malesso,
Guam, on September 29, 2025, at the age of ninety (90); and

WHEREAS, Clay served honorably with the U.S. Army’s 7th Cavalry from
1954 to 1955 before dedicating his life to teaching and research; and

WHEREAS, in the 1960s, Clay developed and taught an introductory course
in the Palauan language for Peace Corps trainees on Moloka‘i, Hawai‘i,
demonstrating his early commitment to Pacific language preservation and education;
and

WHEREAS, from 1968 to 1988, Clay taught English and conducted
pioneering research on Pacific languages at the University of Guam, where he was
later honored with the title of Professor Emeritus in recognition of his academic
excellence and decades of mentorship; and

WHEREAS, together with his beloved wife, Dr. Patty Jo Hoff, Clay shared
a lifelong passion for the ocean. From 1968 to 1977, they taught scuba courses
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through Marianas Divers and later conducted groundbreaking research on the
systematics and ecology of opisthobranch mollusks—sea slugs—throughout the
Pacific; and

WHEREAS, as Research Affiliates of the University of Guam Marine
Laboratory beginning in 1973, Clay and Patty Jo authored nearly thirty (30)
publications on sea slugs and bubble shells, contributing substantially to the
scientific understanding of marine biodiversity in Guam, Micronesia, and the wider
Pacific region; and

WHEREAS, their work led to the description and naming of numerous new
species, including Halgerda guahan, Halgerda malesso, Halgerda okinawa,
Halgerda batangas, Ilbia mariana, Pattyclaya arena, Sagaminopteron bilealbum,
Siphopteron pohnpei, and Gastropteron nigropunctatum; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of their lasting influence, several species were
named in their honor, including Halgerda carilsoni, Phyllidia carlsonhoffi,
Thuridilla carlsoni, and Thuridilla hoffae—a testament to their contributions to
marine science and taxonomy; and

WHEREAS, Clay and Patty Jo’s work extended far beyond academia through
their engagement with the Australian Museum’s Sea Slug Forum, where their
detailed photographs and observations connected researchers and enthusiasts
worldwide; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his scientific pursuits, Clay was also a talented
musician, playing violin with the orchestras of Oregon State University and the
Honolulu Symphony, and cello with the University of Guam Symphony Orchestra;
and

WHEREAS, Clay is survived by his children Alan Carlson, Paul and Linh
Carlson, and Kirsten and Nathen King; his grandchildren Chovin Carlson, Henry,
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Lucy, and Karmen King; and great-grandchildren Malie and Maxx Yanco, who
continue to honor his memory; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with their wishes, the ashes of Clay and Patty Jo
were scattered off Malesso—forever returning them to the ocean they loved and
studied together; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Ocho Na
Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Gudhan and the
people of Guam, recognize and honor the life and legacy of Professor Clayton
“Clay” Carlson, M.A., for his outstanding contributions to education, marine
science, and the people of Guam; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on
Rules certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that
copies of the same be transmitted to the Family of Professor Clayton “Clay” Carlson,

M.A.; and to the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, / Maga 'hdgan Guahan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF

I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE DAY OF
OCTOBER 2025.

Frank F. Blas, Jr. V. Anthony Ada
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Sabrina Salas Matanane
Legislative Secretary





