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I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2026 (SECOND) Regular Session

Bill No. 344-38 (LS)

Introduced by: Chris Barnett P02

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW § 1850, ARTICLE 5 TO CHAPTER 18, TITLE 1,
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO PROHIBITING ALL
DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, AND AUTONOMOUS
INSTRUMENTALITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM FROM
INCREASING FEES AND CHARGES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent.

I Liheslaturan Guahan finds that the People of Guam and local businesses continue to face
rising costs for basic living and business operations. To provide economic relief and fiscal stability
for families, this Act establishes a government-wide moratorium on fee increases. I Liheslaturan
Gudhan further finds that the 1 percent reduction in Business Privilege Taxes has negatively
affected government revenues and operations, forcing agencies to address budget shortfalls by
reducing public services, increasing fees and charges, or both. The People of Guam should not
have to pay more for public services because of a significant tax break that supporting senators
said would be sustainable and would not negatively impact critical public services. Accordingly, /
Liheslaturan Guahan intends to prevent additional financial burdens on the People of Guam by
freezing all fees, license increases, permit costs, and charges across the Government of Guam.

Section 2. Moratorium on Government of Guam Fee Increases.

A new §1850 is hereby added to Chapter 18 of Title 1, Guam Code Annotated, to read:

"§ 1850. Moratorium on Fee Increases.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section:




(1) For the purposes of this Act, “Government of Guam” includes all departments,

agencies, boards, commissions, the Guam Department of Education, the University of Guam,

Guam Community College, and the Office of the Attorney General.

(2) “Fee” means any monetary charge. license fee, permit fee, application fee, clearance

fee or service charge levied or assessed by the Government of Guam.

(b) Prohibition. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no department, agency, or

board, of the Government of Guam shall increase any existing fee, nor establish any new fee, that

results in a greater cost to the public than what was charged on the date of enactment of this Act.

(c) Expiration. The prohibition established in Subsection (b) shall remain in effect for a

period of twenty-four (24) months following the enactment of this Act, after which agencies may

propose adjustments in accordance with the Administrative Adjudication Law.

(d) Exemptions. This Section shall not apply to fines or penalties imposed by a court of

competent jurisdiction.

Section 3. Severability.

If any provision of this Act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid
or inorganic the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Act which can
be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this
Act are severable.

Section 4. Effective Date.

This Act shall become effective upon enactment.





