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I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Bill No. 

Introduced by: Vincent A. V. Borja  
Shelly V. Calvo  
Sabrina Salas Matanane  
Tina Rose Muña Barnes  
Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao 
Frank F. Blas, Jr. 

AN ACT TO AMEND §43103 OF CHAPTER 43, DIVISION 
2, TITLE 11, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 
INCREASING THE TAX REBATE FOR QUALIFIED 
EDUCATOR EXPENSES FROM FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($500) TO ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($1,000) UNDER THE EDUCATOR APPRECIATION ACT. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 1 

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. I Liheslaturan Guåhan finds 2 

that for decades, Qualifying Certificates have functioned as a vehicle for 3 

incentivizing economic growth and development, providing businesses with the 4 

support necessary to flourish through tax rebates. Recognizing the invaluable 5 

contribution of educators to the progress of our society, the 28th Guam Legislature, 6 

in 2005, sought to extend this framework on a smaller scale to teachers through the 7 

establishment of the Educator’s Qualifying Certificate (EQC). The rebates enacted 8 

were intended as a token of appreciation for the work and dedication of educators in 9 

shaping the future of our community. 10 
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Now, twenty years later, it is evident that while the EQC was a meaningful 1 

step, the economic circumstances of our educators have shifted significantly. Rising 2 

costs of living, increased classroom demands, and stagnant wages have amplified 3 

the financial hardships faced by teachers. The EQC rebate established in 2005 no 4 

longer adequately addresses these challenges nor reflects the true depth of 5 

appreciation owed to our educators. 6 

I Liheslaturan Guåhan further finds it necessary to revisit and adjust the EQC 7 

rebate amount to align with the current economic realities of 2025. By modernizing 8 

the EQC framework, we aim to ensure that our teachers receive sufficient financial 9 

relief and recognition for their critical role in building the foundation of Guam's 10 

future. This bill represents not just an adjustment of numbers, but a renewed 11 

commitment to supporting those who dedicate their lives to education, ensuring their 12 

contributions are properly valued in today’s context. 13 

Section 2. § 43103 of Chapter 43, Division 2, Title 11, Guam Code 14 

Annotated, to hereby amended read as follows:  15 

§ 43103. Tax Rebate for Educator Expenses. 16 

A rebate in an amount equal to the qualified expenses incurred, but not to 17 

exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) of 18 

personal income tax paid by resident individual taxpayers, who are eligible 19 

educators, to the government of Guam is hereby established and declared. 20 

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to any 21 

person or circumstance is found to be invalid or inorganic, such invalidity shall not 22 

affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without 23 

the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are 24 

severable.  25 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment. 26 




